LUDWIG   I   OF   BAVARIA

declared war on France, and Bavaria had to be prepared for an
invasion at any moment. The Crown Prince was ordered to take
up his residence at Augsburg, where his wife was to follow him
and spend the last month before her confinement. ^ On his way
through Munich Ludwig passionately discussed the situation with
the King and Montgelas.

At this critical time, just as Blucher liberated Silesia by his
victory at the battle Katzbach, Ludwig fell ill with scarlet fever.
At the same time his wife gave birth to a daughter, who was given
the name of Mathilde. Then came the bad news that Napoleon
had had an overwhelming victory at Dresden, had captured
20,000 prisoners, and that the Austrian Army was in flight
towards Bohemia. King Max Joseph at Munich now congratu-
lated himself that he had not acceded to his son's request. He
believed events had taken a decisive turn. Very well satisfied
with himself, he wrote to his son1; 'I can only applaud my actions.
Russia demanded that I should march against France. That
would have been a betrayal of which I feel myself incapable.
But it is quite another matter to keep my troops at home/

But there was no great reason for congratulation, for the next
few days brought news of defeat, victories for the Allies at Kulm
and Nollendorff, and, on 6th September, the complete overthrow
of Marshal Ney by the Prussians near Dennewitz.

The Crown Prince at Augsburg recovered slowly from the
results of scarlet fever, but joy over the news from Pennewitz
almost instantaneously completed his recovery. He at once
wrote to his father: 'After the latest defeat of the French at
Jiiterbogk (near Dennewitz) and in view of the situation as
a whole and the dangers we incur, I think we should lose no
time in coming to an agreement with the Allies. Delay may
have most dire results for Bavaria. Retain Salzburg if you can.
I do trust that this town, to which I am so much attached, may
remain under your sovereignty/2

This time Ludwig's letter had a different reception. The King
realized that the victories were not sufficiently important, that
Napoleon's power was gradually waning, that he was losing his
supremacy. Max Joseph therefore at last decided to enter into
negotiations with Vienna, and wrote to inform his son. An

1  King M^JosepTi to Crown Prince Ludwig, Nymphenburg, 12th September,

2  Crown Prince Ludwig to his father, Augsburg, 14th September, 1813. Munich
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